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COMMENTS FROM PAST ATTENDEES

“An excellent day overall”

“I have an aging clientele and there 
are many more issues every day. Very 
useful”
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ELDER LAW INTENSIVE 
FROM THE CHAIR

Elder law encompasses a wide range of legal disciplines that are 
becoming increasingly relevant to a range of generations as a direct 
consequence of an aging population. This year’s Elder Law Intensive 
addresses a wide range of legal and planning issues of older clients 
who increasingly require skilled representation to prevent and 
resolve family disputes and to address the transitional issues of aging.  
Historically elder law may have been considered a discrete area of 
law by many practitioners. However, as this Intensive will clearly 
demonstrate that is no longer the case. The increasingly complex 
area of capacity will be explored with particular consideration given 
to different levels of capacity required, for example, to enter into 
an enduring power of attorney (EPA) compared with complex trust 
transactions. How to advise clients with diminished capacity will 
also be considered. The practical aspects and issues associated with 
multi-generational living arrangements will be canvassed in some 
detail.  The EPA forms will be discussed as well as issues that can arise 
as a result of abuse by attorneys. The impact of the draft Trust Bill 
on aging trustees will be considered as well as an up-date on Family 
Protection Act claims and where the pendulum presently sits. As well 
as providing a fresh look at a range of thought-provoking topics the 
Intensive will also provide attendees with the opportunity to network 
with like-minded practitioners.

Vicki Ammundsen

8.30-9.00  REGISTRATION – Tea & Coffee will be available

9.00-9.05  INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY: Chair – Vicki Ammundsen

9.05-10.30 SESSION 1: WHAT LAWYERS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT
 CAPACITY ASSESSMENT

  Many lawyers value information about how to detect 
the legal capacity of the people they represent. This 
session offers an introduction to the essentials of capacity 
assessment. It indicates red flags that may arise, and 
questions lawyers should ask, when a client’s capacity is 
questionable,  fluctuating or deteriorating. The content will 
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be relevant to drafting wills, gifting decisions and enduring 
powers of attorney. 

Presenters  Prof Kate Diesfeld and Dr Mark Fisher

10.30-10.55 MORNING TEA

10.55-11.55 SESSION 2: MULTIGENERATIONAL LIVING – GOING 
 FURTHER

  The number of extended families living together in New 
Zealand continues to rise, posing many complexities for 
lawyers advising on the property rights of multigenerational 
families. This session follows on from last year’s overview 
with case studies, drafting issues with property sharing 
agreements, and a look at the legal, ethical and moral 
dilemmas for families.

Presenter  Catherine Atchison

11.55-12.40 SESSION 3: CROSS-BORDER ISSUES WITH
 INTERNATIONAL ESTATE PLANNING

  More and more people live and work globally. It is 
increasingly common for family members to live in different 
countries, or for clients to have interests in foreign assets.
This creates a potential minefield when advising clients 
on estate planning, with the potential for a New Zealand 
structure to no longer be effective once the foreign 
consequences are considered. Global transparency will see 
New Zealand exchanging information automatically from 1 
January 2018, enabling foreign jurisdictions to have a global 
view of interests held by their taxpayers. Any reporting 
that hasn’t been captured during a person’s lifetime will 
ultimately be captured upon death. Lee will discuss the 
issues to be considered. 

Presenter  Lee Harris

12.40-1.20 LUNCH

1.20-2.20 SESSION 4: PPPR ACT – NEW LEGISLATION & EPA FORMS

 This session will look at the recent amendments to the 
PPPR Act. The presenters will discuss what the changes 
mean, which forms have changed and how, and the impact 
on lawyers as they draft and explain EPAs to elderly clients.  

Presenters  Mary Joy Simpson and Neil Williamson



2.20-2.50 SESSION 5: PROFESSIONAL DUTIES IN RESPECT OF 
 ENDURING POWERS OF ATTORNEY: PROBLEMS,
 SOLUTIONS AND PRECAUTIONS

 In any area of practice, it is good to remind ourselves of 
our professional responsibilities. This is particularly so with 
enduring powers of attorney: lawyers need to consider who 
the client is and whether or not implementing the client’s 
instructions meets the Code of Conduct and Client Care.
In this session, Kathryn will identify professional issues that 
have arisen for practitioners with EPOAs, and options to 
resolve those issues. She will provide a practical ethical 
checklist for your files.  

Presenter  Kathryn Dalziel

2.50-3.15  AFTERNOON TEA

 3.15-4.00 SESSION 6: THE TRUSTEE WHO LEFT IT TOO LATE 

 As practitioners we all have clients who never anticipate 
their own diminished capacity and leave it too late to retire 
voluntarily or transfer their powers of appointment. How 
does the trust then continue to operate? This session will 
consider how to remove a trustee who has lost capacity,  
the transfer of assets to those new trustees, some practical 
solutions when drafting trust deeds and the implications of 
the Law Commission’s proposals.

Presenter  Ingrid Taylor

4.00-4.55 SESSION 7: FAMILY PROTECTION ACT 

 Family Protection Act claims can divide families regardless 
of the outcome of the claim.  This thought-provoking 
session will consider matters including where the pendulum 
currently sits regarding likely awards, what practitioners can 
do to assists clients to avoid such claims and the different 
attributes of spouse/partner children and grandchildren 
claims. 

Presenter  Vicki Ammundsen

4.55-5.00 SUMMARY OF THE DAY – CHAIR: VICKI AMMUNDSEN



PRESENTERS

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

In this intensive you will be:
•  Updated on recent developments and best practice in elder 

law.
•  Able to apply this knowledge in your practice.

WHO  
SHOULD  
ATTEND

Property lawyers, family lawyers and general practitioners. 
Other professionals who work with the elderly may also be 
interested. 

CHAIR

Vicki Ammundsen, Vicki Ammundsen Trust Law, Auckland
Vicki is a trust practitioner. She has an appreciation of the issues that 
confront older clients in the context of and interaction between estate 
planning, residential care subsidy concerns, relationship, family and trust
related issues.

Catherine Atchinson, Martelli McKegg, Auckland
Catherine has wide experience in wills, trusts and estates, as well as an 
increasing elder law practice. She is an executive member of STEP and has 
presented papers for NZLS CLE on trusts, estates and elder law issues.

Kathryn Dalziel, Taylor Shaw, Christchurch
Kathryn is a partner specialising in employment and privacy law as well as 
civil litigation and professional ethics. She also lectures in Legal Ethics at 
the University of Canterbury and is on a NZ Law Society Standards Com-
mittee. Kathryn regularly presents at conferences and seminars in privacy, 
employment and legal ethics.  She has co-authored “Ethics, Professional 
Responsibility and the Lawyer” (3rd Ed), and co-authored the chapters   
on Employment Law and Health Information in Health Care and the Law 
(5th ed).



PRESENTERS

Lee Harris TEP, Foley Hughes, Auckland
Lee completed the STEP Diploma in International Trust Management in 
2012, which focuses on the legal, accounting and investment manage-
ment aspects of cross-border structures involving trusts, companies and 
foundations.  As a French speaker, she works extensively with clients 
and advisors in civil law jurisdictions. Her key strengths are in the areas 
of trusts, property, tax, wealth management and estate planning, with a 
particular passion for resolving conflict of laws challenges that arise from 
cross-border interests. 

Professor Kate Diesfeld, Auckland University of Technology, 
Auckland
Kate is a member of the State Bar of California. She represented people 
with disabilities in Los Angeles and in England. Kate supervised the Kent 
Law Clinic (Mental Health and Learning Disability) in England. She was 
the Director of the National Centre of Health Law and Ethics at AUT and 
the Associate Dean of Research at the University of Waikato’s Faculty of 
Law. She co-edited Involuntary Detention and Therapeutic Jurisprudence 
(2003) and Elder Law in New Zealand (2013). She Chairs AUT’s Ethics 
Committee and is a member of Waikato DHB’s Clinical Ethics Advisory 
Committee.  

Dr Mark Fisher, Counties Manukau Health, South Auckland
Dr Mark Fisher is currently Clinical Head and Consultant Psychiatrist in 
Mental Health Services for Older People in Counties Manukau Health, 
South Auckland. He is also the Director of Area Mental Health Services 
(DAMHS) for Counties Manukau under the Mental Health Act. Dr Fisher 
has been a practising psychiatrist for 20 years, and has worked in Old 
Age Psychiatry, Liaison Psychiatry and ECT services. He has spent many 
years in Leadership roles within Mental Health. He has worked primarily in 
New Zealand but also in the United Kingdom. His research interests are in 
dementia services, Mental Health law and Driving and Dementia. He has 
been keenly involved in the setting up of new dementia services in South 
Auckland.



Mary Joy Simpson, Hesketh Henry, Auckland
A specialist in trust and estate planning law, Mary Joy regularly reviews 
and provides advice on personal asset management plans. She is 
experienced in navigating issues arising for clients and families as they 
put in place, and act under, enduring powers of attorney. Mary Joy has 
previously presented for NZLS CLE on trust drafting and ADLSi on 
enduring powers of attorney.

Ingrid Taylor, Taylor Shaw, Christchurch
Ingrid is a partner at Taylor Shaw. She has significant experience in 
property and business acquisitions, asset protection structures, and 
succession planning for private individuals and businesses. Ingrid is a 
member of the Trusts and Wills sub-committee of the NZLS, a member 
of the Institute of Directors and currently sits as a director on a variety of 
Boards.

REGISTER

ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 
POST TO:  
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:   
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY. 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers apply. Registrations will be accepted on a 
first-come/first-served basis. Registrations close 10 working days before the presentation 
date (the closing date). NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the right to cancel any session that does 
not reach the budgeted minimum number of registrations. This decision will be made on 
the closing date and a full refund will be made to each registrant of the cancelled session. 
If you cancel your registration before the closing date, a refund will be made, less a $100 
administration fee. After the closing date, there will be no refund. You may transfer your 
registration to another person until five working days before the presentation. Please 
advise NZLS CLE Ltd  in writing of the change.

Neil Williamson, Ministry of Social Development, Wellington
Neil is currently Principal Legislative Counsel at the Ministry of Social
Development. He has been responsible for advising policy staff in relation
to policy and legislation matters, and issuing drafting instructions for and 
assisting in the passage of numerous Acts and regulations, including the 
Protection of Personal and Property Rights Amendment Act 2007.
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 WELLINGTON 24 May 9.00am-5.00pm James Cook Hotel

 AUCKLAND 25 May 9.00am-5.00pm Ellerslie Event Centre

 LIVE WEB STREAM 24 May 9.00am-5.00pm Your Computer

Please note: Live Web Stream registrations close 3pm Tuesday 23 May. 

For more information on Live Web Streaming please visit www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

REGISTER, PAY &  
VIEW PROGRAMME ONLINE 

www.lawyerseducation.co.nz

ELDER LAW INTENSIVE
REGISTRATION

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Account Name ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’ Account Number 12-3192-004-9995-00 
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Card Security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Cardholders 
 Signature:

Mastercard

Amex 

EB by 26 Apr or AFTER 26 Apr
NZLS/Associate 

member $645 $695

Non-member $695 $745

Live Web Stream $625 $675

FEE (Incl GST)

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration form is 
for NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.

  
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my  
contact details.

The course fee include all materials, morning and afternoon teas and lunch.        
Materials will be handed out on the day.

+


